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To Animal Concern, Animal Concern Advice Line and SOSF supporters. 
  
Hi, 
  
There’s another consultation ending on Wednesday 31/1/18. This one is for England and 
Wales and covers legally recognising animal sentience and increasing the maximum jail 
sentence for crimes against animals. Anyone can make a submission. Thankfully it won’t 
take long to complete as the questionnaire is not misleading. 
  
Attached is a pdf of the Animal Concern submission which took about three minutes to 
submit. Have a read through it then please use it as guide when filling in your own 
submission. Please make a point of mentioning crustaceans – it is long overdue for legal 
recognition that crabs, lobsters, prawns etc can feel fear and pain. Also note my request that 
maximum jail sentences be increased from 6 months to 10 years instead of the suggested 5 
years. Please also take note of my request regarding court bans on keeping animals. 
Current laws on this are very flawed and it needs better clarification. 
  
Feel free to forward this to likeminded contacts. 
  
Cheers 4 now, 
  
John 
  
The link to use is: 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/animal-health-and-welfare/consultation-on-the-animal-welfare-bill/  
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Introduction 
 
1  What is your name? 
 
Name: 
John F Robins 
2  What is your email address? 
 
Email: 
animals@jfrobins.force9.co.uk 
3  Are you replying as an individual or an organisation? 
An organisation 
4  If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please let us know which organisation. 
Organisation: 
Animal Concern 
 
Defining 'sentience' 
5  Do you consider that the term 'sentience' should be defined explicitly? 
Sentience definition - y/n: 
Yes 
 
6  If you answered 'yes', what definition should we use? 
 
Definition of sentience - explanation: 
Sentience is the ability to feel pain, stress and fear. 
 
Additional docs - 'sentience': 
No file was uploaded 
 
Defining 'animal' 
7  Do you consider that the term 'animal' should be defined explicitly? 
Animal definition - y/n: 
Yes 
 
8  If you answered 'yes', what definition should we use? 
 
Definition of animal - explanation: 
An animal is any creature from crustaceans to cetaceans. 
 
Additional docs - 'animal': 
No file was uploaded 
 
Defining 'welfare needs of animals' 
9  Do you consider that the term 'welfare needs of animals' should be defined explicitly in the 
clause? 
Welfare needs definition - y/n: 
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Yes 
 
10  If you answered 'yes', what definition should be used, and should the list of needs in the 
Animal Welfare Act 2006 be changed? 
Welfare needs - explanation: 
• A suitable environment 
• A suitable diet 
• The ability to exhibit normal behaviour patterns 
 
• The need to be housed with, or apart from, other animals 
• The need to be protected from pain, stress, suffering, injury and disease 
Additional docs - 'welfare needs': 
No file was uploaded 
Policy scope 
 
11  Do you agree that the draft Bill should apply to all policy areas? 
 
Policy Areas - y/n: 
Yes 
 
12  If you answered 'no', why do you not agree with this? 
 
Policy areas - explanation: 
 
Specifying the level of regard 
 
13  Do you agree that the draft Bill should adopt the term 'should have regard'? 
 
All due regard - y/n: 
No 
 
14  If you answered 'no', how do you think the level of regard should be specified? 
Level of regard: 
"must have regard" 
 
Overall approach 
15  Do you have any views or comments on the consequences of this new duty? 
 
Consequences of new duty : 
To ensure that all times the sentience of animals is recognised and people understand they have a 
legal duty to recognise sentience and treat animals as feeling, sentient creatures. 
 
16  Do you have any views about whether a different formulation or approach might achieve the 
policy objectives? Views would also be welcome on how the approaches adopted in other countries 
might apply here. 
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Different approaches- explanation: 
The main objective should not be to "reflect the principle of animal sentience in domestic law" but 
to "embed the principle of animal sentience in domestic law". 
Maximum sentences for animal cruelty 
 
17  Do you agree with the new maximum sentence? 
 
Approval for max. sentence - y/n: 
No 
18  If you answered 'no', can you explain why you do not agree with the new maximum sentence? 
 
Maximum sentences - explanation: 
I think the maximum sentence should be ten years and I would also like to see a register of animal 
abusers along the lines of the register of child and domestic 
abusers. In addition there should be available an option of a strict ban on owning, keeping, 
working with and living in the same property as animals. 
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